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LECTURES ON MILITARY s@crny. 
DELIVERED AT THE 
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, N. Y. 
By WILLIAM DETMOLD, M.D. 
PROFESSOR OF MILITARY SURGERY AND UYGIENB, 
LECTURE X. 
Pyemia, 

GextLemEN—Before proceeding in the regular course, I 
have a few remarks to make: First, I have received an 
anonymous letter, signed “one of your (that is mine) 
almirerg,” asking why a certain instrument, namely Heine’s 
Osteotome, is not used in military surgery, and asking me 
to say something about it. Now, I do not know whether 
this anonymous admirer of mine is a member of this class 
or a reader of my lectures as reported in the Mepicar 
Times. These lectures are not intended to be a full course 
on general surgery with an enumeration of all the instru- 
ments which possibly may be used. The instrument the 
writer alludes to is an exceedingly ingenious piece of 
mechanism; it is a revolving chain-saw, but it is very 
complicated and very expensive, and to use it properly 
requires considerable practice; it is, furthermore, by no 
means so indispensable as the writer supposes, for I do 
not know of any operation that may not be quite as well 
performed with infinitely more simple instruments. Alto- 
gether the instrument is utterly unfit to be placed into the 
hands of military surgeons generally. 

Another remark I beg to make is in reference to an 
operation of which I spoke, I think, in my last lecture, 
namely an osteo-plastic operation, by which it is intended 
to unite the patella to the lower end of the femur. I 
stated that the operation had been recommended in Eu- 
rope, and been performed in some of our hospitals, For 
reasons which I gave you I condemned the operation. I 
have since paid a flying visit to Washington, and have 
seen the specimens of all the cases on which the operation 
has been performed, every one haying terminated fatally. 
The specimens are all to be seen in the valuable museum 
in the Surgeon-General’s office. I state this to show you 
that I was correct in condemning the operation, and that 
innovations are not always improvements. 

We come now to consider an affection which carries off 
perhaps the largest proportion of the wounded in military 
hospitals, I mean pyeemia. The name intends to convey the 
character of the disease, that is a wg pega by pus. 
Whether that is exactly correct we will try to. develop 
by a brief investigation. For this purpose we must group 
together certain complaints which not_only show an evi- 
dent analogy, but which seem to run into each other. 

We find that in a number of cases of suppurating 
wounds a blood-poisoning develops itself which is ushered 
in with rigors, furred tongue, vomiting, and diarrhoea and 
a rapid sinking pulse, and which generally terminates 
fatally by purulent deposits in different and distant parts, 
such as abscess in the liver, purulent effusion in the 
pleura or peritoneum or in some of the large joints; some- 
times the large veins, especially the veins of the liver, are 
filled with pus) Here it is supposed that the capillary 
absorbents have taken up the pus, and carried it through 
the veins into the general circulation, where it acts like 
a ferment upon the whole mass of the blood. Microscopic 
investigation, however, shows that the lumen of the ca- 
pillaries is not large enough to take up the pus globules, 
we must therefore assume that by some as yet unknown 
process these pus globules are decomposed, and that some 
element of pus is taken up. 

Another form of pyemia is developed in consequence 
of phlebitis, The veins become inflamed, the blood stag- 
nates in them, and is changed into pus, which is washed 
into the circulation. Here again we must object that good 
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pus may be introduced into the circulation by direct in- 


| Jection into the veins, and yet no pyemic symptoms will 


follow. Professor Dalton made last week the following 
experiment for me to illustrate this point. He applied 
a@ seton to a healthy dog, and after suppuration was 
established he injected the pus into the femoral vein. 
The dog has remained perfectly healthy, no pyemic symp- 
toms occurring; an evidence that healthy pus is not suffi- 
cient to develop the disease. 

Again, puerpera! fever is essentially pyzemia ; the veins of 
the uterus, opened by the elimination of the mucous mem- 
brane lining the organ, act as the conveyors of the poison. 
The disease may develop itself either spontaneously, as in 
some cases of suppurating wounds, the individual itself 
having generated the poison, or it may be brought on by 
contagion or by infection. Thus, an accoucheur, who has 
attended a case of puerperal fever, will communicate the 
disease to another woman in child-be!, or the puerperal 
woman lying in a vitiated atmosphere where others suffer 
with the disease will contract it by infection. In the 
Lying-in Asylum, in Vienna, a destructive epidemic of 
pyzmia carried off a larg® number of women, until it was 
found that the disease was communicated by the students 
from the dissecting room. In this instance the agent which 
generated the disease was not-pus, but decomposed animal 
tissue. You all know the dangerous character of the small- 
est wounds received in dissecting. The danger here de- 
pends upon pyzmic intoxication of the blood, although 
there is no pus; the name of pywmia, therefore, does not 
convey a correct idea of the nature of the disease ; it is, in 
fact, a septeemia, for the decomposed matter of the dissect- 
ing room will produce the disease without pus, and pus to 
produce it must have undergone a tertain decomposition, 
for pus in aclosed abscess without access of atmospheric air 
will not produce it. I do not pretend to give you the cor- 
rect pathology of this destructive disease, I only want to 
point out to you that the name Pyemia, although it indi- 
cates some of the leading features, yet is apt to carry us to 
a hasty and faulty conclusion, and to lay before you anum- 
ber of facts bearing upon the subject, which have all to be 
weighed in order to arrive at a correct appreciation, 
Pyzemia does not express enough, Septszemia too much, as 
it would embrace other diseases, such as, for instance, 
Scurvy, which do not belong here; a new name, Pyosep- 
teemia, would perhaps convey the best idea embracing the 
leading features, and excluding others which are foreign to 
the disease. 

Pyzmia, or Pyosepteemia as I think it should be called, 
is emphatically a blood disease, which may develop itself 
either spontaneously, that is, the individual itself furnishing 
the poison, or by contagion, or by infection, the poison 
being furnished either from other pyemic patients or from 
dissecting room poison, or from patients with erysipelas, 
either by actual contact or through the medium of vitiated 
air. That it is a blood-poisoning is evidenced by the man- 
ner of its communication, by its symptoms, namely, that 
it is ushered in by constitutional disturbance, rigors, vomit- 
ing, diarrhoea, etc., frequently without any change in the 
appearance of the local affection or wound, that it is com- 
municated to persons without wounds and in perfect 
health ; thus the attendants in hospital wards where pyemia 
is epidemic, and in lying-in asylums where puerperal fever. 
rages, become attacked with all the constitutional signs of 
the disease, which do not yield until the sufferer is removed 
from the influence of the poisonous atmosphere. In alk 
these respects pyzemia differs materially from the hospital 
gangrene, of which I expressed to you in my last lecture 
the opinion, that it was a local disease; it only attacks per- 
sons who have a wound, and local treatment, that is the 
destruction of the affected part, will cure it, and if no new 
infection takes place the disease will not return. Locab 
treatment in pyzmia effects nothing. 

Against the sporadic, or, as I have called it, the spon- 
taneous development of pywsmia where the patient develops 
the poison within himself, and then infects himself, we 
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here we find in a large proportion 
in the liver), all wounds near the trunk, especially 
the scrotum and perinwum, and more than any 
others gunshot fractures. But if we are helpless in resist- 
ing the development of spontaneous pyzemia we are not so 
in preventing its epidemic occurrence. The utmost clean- 
liness of the wards, scrupulous attention to ventilation, and 
all the other hygienic measures upon which I have insisted 
on former occasions; avoiding as much as possible the 
accumulation of patients with suppurating wounds in the 
same ward, and not allowing a constant succession of 
wounded to occupy the wards, but to have the wards from 
lime to time evacuated and thoroughly cleaned and policed. 
Stromeyer recommends to have always, if possible, a por- 
tion of the hospital unoccupied, so as to be able to trans- 
fer the patients from time to time to a clean ward. Do 
not allow the assistants who make the post-mortem exa- 
minations, to dress the woutided without a previous 
thorough cleaning and airing. In large hospitals it is best 
to detail an assistant exclusively for the post-mortem exa- 
minations, who is to have nothing to do with the wounded. 
Keep all instruments and other appliances, such as sponges, 
etc.. used in the dead-house entirely distinct from those 
used in the wards of the hospital. If cases of erysipelas 
occur separate them from the rest of the wounded. If in 
spite ofall these precautions pyzemia should show itself in 
an epidemic form the safest plan is to evacuate the pre- 
mises, take your patients to another building or place them 
in tents or shanties, and have the hospital thoroughly over- 
hauled before you occupy it again with wounded. 

Pyrmia may appear in a more or less acute form, and its 
danger is in direct proportion to its acuteness, In the most 
acute form it becomes fatal before any purulent deposits in 
djstant parts can take place. The patient is, while appa- 
rently doing well, suddenly seized with a rigor with vomit- 
ing and diarrhoea, cold extremities and all the symptoms 
of collapse, and never rallies; in other forms of the disease 
an irregular succession of rigors and all the other symp- 
toms in less intensity indicate and lead to the purulent 
deposits, either in the large cavities or in the joints; the 
mildest form of the disease is where the purulent depo- 
sits take pla e in the 
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cellular tissue near the surface, 
forming rapidly and without much previous local inflam- 
mation large abs esses, Which in some instances assume a 
critical character, the system thus eliminating the poison, 
In some cases the disease is preceded by premonitory symp- 
toms, the worst of which is venous hwmorrhage, which, 
although it may be but slight in quantity, indicates an ob- 
struction in the veins above. As far as my memory serves 
me I have never seen a patient recover who has had, with- 
out apparent Cause, Venous haemorrhage from asuppurating 
wound. 

The treatinent of Pyawmia consists in the free administra- 
tion of diffusible and alcoholic stimulants, with quinine and 
opium. Under such a regimen some of the more chronic 
cases may recover; in the acute forms, the stomach rejects 
every thing. In these cases, I have found iced-champagne 
giving the most relief; in fact, the only thing which the 
stomach would retain. . 

If any of the assistants, or other hospital attendants, 
manifest the constitutional signs of Pyzewmia, viz. prostration 
of strength, pale countenance, foul tongue, irregular chills, 
with vomiting and déarrhoea, they must for a while leave 
the hospital, have plenty of fresh air and quinine, and 
they must not too soon return to their duties in the hospi- 
tal, otherwise they will have a relapse. 
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e Tut Britisu Association ror THe ADVANCEMENT OF 
Science will hold their thirty-third annual meeting at New- 
castle-on-Tyne in August next.— Brit, Med. Jour. 
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EXPERIENCES IN MILITARY SURGERY. 
By DAVID P. SMITH, Surceon Vots., 
SURGEON UN CHARGE OF FAIRFAX SEMINARY HOSPITAL. 


I nave remarked somewhat at length upon amputation 
at the knee-joint, and I am very desirous of urging upon 
the profession the importance of its adoption whenever 
practicable. I believe on extended trial it will be found 
far less fatal than any amputation of the thigh. In almost 
any injury of the knee-joint it can be done either by cireu- 
lar incision a little below the patella or by one or two or 
three skin flaps. I should remove as little as possible of 
the femur, preferring to leave it intact so as not to open up 
its internal structure. In this aperation no muscular tissue 
of any extent is wounded, which must and does add to its 
security. 

I cannot give statistics of this operation, owing to my 
constantly changing post. Of two cases in which I per- 
formed the operation upon Confederate wounded, after the 
battle of Mill Springs, the progress for a fortnight was very 
favorable, and that too when subsistence for all was ex- 
tremely precarious. After Pittsburgh Landing three cases 
—where I removed the limb at the joint—went on favora- 
ble for three days that I saw them. I could not ascertain 
their subsequent history. Of two operations at this hospi- 
tal one died within twenty-four hours, apparently from the 
fact that the surgeon who administered the chloroform 
gave a very large quantity; the other case did well and 
recovered with a fine stump. A man was also brought 
here from Bull Run who had undergone the amputation 
on the field; he did well, and went home with a good 
healthy stump. 

Shall Amputation be Performed in Gunshot Fracture of 
the Femur from a Conical Leaden Pullet ?~-The importance 
of this question cannot be over-estimated. It is one we are 
frequently called upon to decide. 

While in the field at the West, although seeing many 
fractures of the femur, and performing or ordering per- 
formed many amputations for said injury, I was not station- 
ary long enough at any one place to see the result of such 
practice. From dissection of such injuries after they were 
removed by amputation I was, however, enabled very 
early to recognise the hopeless nature of such cases if left 
to themselves. 

Conieal balls make terrible work. In one case I removed 
the limb at the hip-joint on account of the complete shat- 
tering into fragments of at least one-half of the temur by a 
minié, Civil surgeons who had hastened from Chicago to 
Pittsburgh Landing, and who assisted me with the wound- 
ed on board of the Crescent City, on its way up to St. 
Louis, assured me that they had never dreamed of any- 
thing like what they found. 

The complete destruction of the bone can be described 
perhaps by saying that sometimes the whole shaft will 
be as coinpletely shivered, and fragments driven into 
remote portions of the limb, as if a small shell had explod- 
ed in the bone. For example, in one case where I was 
picking out the fragments caused by a minié ball passin 
through the humerus at the insertion of the deltoid, 
found a fragment of bone driven into the joint between 
the radius and external condyle. 

Amputation of Thigh—1 take it that the great maxim to 
be observed in amputation of the thigh is to perform it as 
low down as possible. We ought to hug the knee-joint. 

The method of performing the operation should, in my 
opinion, be the same as that before recommended to be 
practised on the leg, taking care, when the amputation is in 
the lower third, to so transfix the limb that the femoral 
artery and sciatic nerve may be in the short posterior and 
internal flap. When the anterior flap cannot be made of 
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the length of the semi-circumference of the limb, it can be 
made shorter and the posterior increased in length. It 
will then resemble the method which I have seen Mr. 
Syme of Edinburgh prefer to all others. Of courge, above 
the middle of the limb the femoral artery anust be in the 
anterior long flap, affording a fine opportunity for 
acupressure, Which I saw repeatedly practised in Scotland 
with success, 

I can give no statistics of the cases of fractured thigh- 
bone occurring at the battles of Mill Springs and Pittsburgh 
Landing, because they were soon sent to St. Louis and 
Cincinnati. 

After the second Bull Run battle I received into Fairfax 
Seminary hospital eighteen cases of this injury. Of these, 
at this date, 14th February, 1863, twelve have died, and 
one of the six survivors is in a very critical state. If he 
escapes a deposit of tubercle in the lungs, it will be more 
than I expect. Wasting suppuration and pyzmia carried 
off the twelve. In four of these eighteen cases secondary 
amputation was performed as a dernier ressort, but the 
abscesses present in each case forced me to perform the 
operations so high up that a fatal result followed. 

Would not the plan of Chassaignac, to amputate by the 
écraseur, be worth a trial in some of these secondary am- 
putations? The great advantage would be that the sup- 
purating surface left would be exceedingly small, and the 
tissues would be so matted together that absorption of pus 
could hardly take place. 

After the battle of Pittsburgh Landing I amputated once 
at the hip-joint, for complete shattering of the femur to 
fragments. It was on the sixth day after the receipt of 
the gunghot,.and the man lived as near as I can ascertain 
for from six to eight days. I made a long anterior flap, 
which was firmly grasped by two hands passed in behind 
the knife, disarticulated and cut straight down; tied the 
arteries in the short posterior flap first, and finished with 
the femoral. The operation occupied not more than ten 
seconds, and not more than four ounces of blood were lost. 
He rallied well from the shock. No particulars of his case 
after I left him ever reached me. 

Removal of Sequestra.—It has been my fortune several 
times to execute difficult and dangerous operations for the 
removal of sequestra imbedded in a large mass of new bone 
thrown out around the seat of a gunshot fracture, and I am 
sure no better argument is wanted to prove that, whenever 
and wherever practicable (and where is it not ?),free incisions 
should be made, and all detached or semi-detached frag- 
ments of bone removed soon after receipt of the injury. 
Any pointed spicula which yet remain, a portion of the 
main shaft, need not be removed unless they irritate the 
surrounding soft parts. I am convinced that it is this pro- 
cedure alone, making free and depending incisions, that 
will suffice in a case of shattered femur. 

I have now on the table before me a preparation of the 
lower third of the femur, where I was compelled to per- 
form amputation of the limb one hundred and thirty-five 


days after gunshot fracture took place, on account of | 


necrosed bone to a large amount being so imbedded in new 
bone as to render extrication impossible. 

An enormous mass of callus completely envelops the 
dead portions, with here and there cloaca. 
‘ In asimilar case of injury received at the same time, I have 
just made an extensive incision, and extricated all the 
necrosed fragments that could be got at, At best the limb 
is not and cannot be made equal to one of Dr. Hudson's 
artificial limbs. e 

A new Splint in Fracture of Femur.—In my cases of 
shattered limbs I use a slat of pine wood extending from the 
crest of the ilium to just beyond the sole of the foot. It 
should be about two inches wide and half an inch thick. 
A similar stick runs up on the inside of the limb to the 
perineum. Join the two by a cross-piece below the sole of 
the foot, and by a cross-picee passing in front of the thigh 
just below the perineum; suspend the limb in this by 
separate strips of bandage passing under the limb, then 


| to incite them to the performance of that duty. 
| institution that is exerting a high-toned ipfluence upon the 


| Buffalo Medical College... .| 


“And why have the 





over the two sides of the cradle, and the ends tying in a 
bow-knot ; suspend the splint from above so that the whole 
limb and its dressings may swing clear of the bed; change 
the tension of this or that muslin-strip until the limb lies 
easy ; lead the cords that suspénd the splint a little down- 


| wards so as to make any necessary extension ; raise the foot 


of the bed an inch or two to furnish counter-extension if 
needed; and you have my idea, 
In no other way can an exsected knee or gunshot frac- 


| ture of the femur be so completely cared for. One will see 
| at a glance that the limb can be most completely cleansed 
| and dressed without stirring @ in the slightest. 


NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
By 8. D. WILLARD, M.D. 


| In a former article I endeavored to impress upon the medi- 
| cal profession in this State, their obligation and duty to 


sustain the Medical Society of the State of New York, and 
It is an 


Sey ap aud in behalf of the profession upon the public. 
3y its scientific and literary publications, by its conserva- 


| tive opinions and stringent ethics, and by its constant aim 


to devise new means to avert and relieve human ills, it 


| compels respect and esteem from men of every medical 
| creed, 


In its organization it was wisely made dependent for its 


| menibers on delegates from the County Medical Societies 


and Medical Colleges of the State, thus creating a mutual 
dependence and stimulus each upon the other. The design 


| of the present brief article is to call attention to the manner 


and frequency with which these several institutions have 


| sustained their representation in the State Society, to 


award credit to those which have proved worthy of it, and 


| to stimulate to efficient action those which have hitherto 
| done nothing to deserve it. 


By reference to the subjoined tables will be seen the 
number of. delegateg to which each Medical College and 


| County Society is by law entitled, and the number by 


which each has been represented for several years past. 
Thus embracing eleven years :— 


Entitled to 

Delegates. 

Present in 
1853. 





Geneva Medical College ... 
Albany Medical College.... 
College of Phys. and Surg. 
University of New York... 
New York Medical College. 
New York Acad. of Med... 
Bellevue Hosp. College..... 
Long Island Hosp. College. 


oorounuce| 
ooerror- Ss 
scoucocor-o 
soeoooroceo 
core cooeKeHsS 


The natural suggestion is—Have the colleges in the State 
taken an important — in sustaining the Medical Society ? 


uffalo Medical College, the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, and the University of New York 
been so delinquent? It is not because the Society did not 
appreciate their delegates, for two of them were speedily 
clacted permanent members, and to the Presidency. With- 
out questioning what may have been the occasion of this 
neglect on the part of the several colleges of late years, I 
would present the above table for their examination, and 
urge them to apply the remedy which it indicates, The 
account stands against them in no favorable light. The 
table for medical societies is only prepared for a period of 
five years. A few hours’ labor might have extended it 
for a period of twenty years, but I am unwilling to have 
the foreign readers of the “Times” know how negligent 
some of the County Societies have been of the advantages 
which they might have enjoyed, and of the duty which 
for so many years they have failed to perform. I would 
have such readers believe, that at a period more remote an 
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exhibit would have been more favorable, while I would | 
not have them call on me to confirm such belief. 

The following table will show pretty conclusively where | 
the county organizations are sustained, and what degree of 
interest is manifested in them at the present time, and it 
affords a very correct indication of the counties where 
medical organizations have been totally neglected, or been, 
to the discredit of the profession—abandoned. 

The table is as follows :-— 


1559. 


Present in 


Albany County Medical Society 
Alleghany Co, “ “ 
Broome Co, 
Cattarungus Co. 
Cayuga Co, 
Chatanqua Co. 
Chemung Co, « 
Chenango Co. 
Clinton Co, 
Columbia Co. 
Cortland Co, 
Delaware Co. 
Dutchess Co. 
Erie Co. 

Easex Co. 
Franklin Co. % 
Fulton & Hamilton 
Genesee Co. “ 
Greene Co, 
Herkimer Co, 
Jefferson Co. 
Kraus Co. 

Lewis Co. 
Livingston Co. 
Madison Co. 
Monrve Co. 
Montgomery Co. 
New York Co, 
Niagara Co, 
Oneida Co. 
Onondaga Co, 
Ontario Co. 
Orange Co. 
Orleans Co 
Oswego Co. 
Otsegu Co. 
Putnam Co, 
Queens Co. 
Rensselaer Co, 
Richmond Co, 
Rockland Co. 
St. Lawrence Co, 
Saratoga Co. 
Schenectady Co. 
Schoharie Co. 
Schuyler Co, 
Seneca Co. 
Btenben Co. 
Sullivan Co, 
Suffolk Co. 
Tioga Co. 
Tompkins Co, 
Ulster Co 
Warren Co. 
Washington Co, 
Wayne Co. 
Westchester Co. 
Wyoming Co. 
Yates Co 
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It will be seen that some of the larger societies, not 
remote from the Capital, like New York and Kies, have 
done less than those like Chenango and Oneida, 

The object of the present article is not to censure, but to 
point out directly where the want of interest lies, so that 
each one can see it, and so that it cannot be hid from any 
medical organization, nor from any member of the profes- 
sion. It is to do this at an early period of the year, in 
order to stimulate to a full delegation from every section 
of the State for the next annual meeting, and to secure the 
permanent interest and influence which the State Medical 
Society now exerts. 


Cro.estertNe, the-fatty matter of bile, has been disco- 
vered by M. Beneke in various vegetable substances. It 





exists most abundantly in peas, in‘several species of grain, 
and even in olive oil—Brit. Med. Jour. - 
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REMOVAL OF A LARGE UTERINE POLYPUS 


BY THE LIGATURE AND EXCISION. 


By G. MILIANO, M.D. 


OF NEW YORK. 


As surgical operations for polypi of the uterus are some- 
what infrequent, the following case, which came under my 
care, may not be without some interest to the profession in 
general, 

Mrs, A. S——, wt. 43, naturally of a strong constitu- 
tion, about four years ago, noticed that her catamenial 
discharges were of more frequent recurrence than natural. 
Instead of the menses taking place every four weeks, as 
usual, they made their appearance every two weeks. In 
this way they continued for six months, when they again 
became regular for a month or two longer. In this state_ 
of irregularity, and suffering more or less inconvenience 
from this circumstance, she went on for about one year 
more. At this time, without any perceptible cause, her 
menstrual flow became of weekly occurrence, the interval 
being supplied by a leucorrhceal discharge. The health 
of the patient was at length much impaired = reason 
of the abnormal discharges attended by pain in her back, 
loins, and thighs, with great weight or “ bearing-down’ 
sensation of the uterine region. 

To this state of things subsequently were added pheno- 
mena of a different character. The leucorrhceal and bloody 
discharges were accompanied with constipation and incon- 
tinence of urine; her sufferings increased ; excoriations of 
the vulva and thighs gave her much distress, while there 
was a very perceptible decline of her vital powers, so that 
her locomotion was rendered difficult and burdensome. 
While in this condition she called upon me for advice. The 
history which the patient gave of herself, without an ex- 
amination of the disease on my part, led me to believe that 
she was laboring under prolapsus uteri—which opinion had 
also been expressed by other physicians who had examin- 
ed the case. The patiefit herself dated the displacement 
from the birth of her last child, four years previously. On 
examination per vaginam, a large elastic tumor was disco- 
vered, occupying apportion of the dilated cul-de-sac, or upper 
portion of the cavity of the vagina, On passing the index 
finger up I discovered that the body which presented was 
not the uterus, but some abnormal substance connected 
with that organ. A pedicle of the tumor was found de- 
scending through the neck of the dilated cervix from the 
cavity of the uterus, simulating very much a cork within 
the neck of a champagne bottle, the smaller portion or pedi- 
cle occupying the neck and cavity of the uterus, while the 
larger or external portion formed a cap at the entrance to 
that organ. 

The patient consenting to its removal, the operation was 
performed on the 15th of April, 1862, at the patient's house, 
in the presence of Drs. Hepcrs and Vay Voste. She was 
placed on a table, with her head elevated and her thighs 
drawn up as in the operation for lithotomy. Two fingers 
and then the thumb of the left hand, properly oiled, were 
then introduced, and the tumor drawn down by the trac- 
tion to some extent. While held in this position a strong 
waxed silk thread noose was placed around the lower por- 
tion of the tumor, and carried through the cervix up to the 
root of the mass or pedicle by a pair of forceps in the right 
hand, and there held, while an assistant made a strong trac- 
tion from either side on the ligature, so as to strangulate the 
tumor at its origin, when a second noose was tied by bring- 
ing the two ends of the cord together. The ends of the 
ligature were now clipped off, the body of the tumor grasp- 
ed by the thumb and the middle finger of the left hand, 
while the index finger of the same hand was made to guide 
the blunt points of a pair of curved scissors held in the 
right hand, so as to introduce it into the neck of the uterus, 
and carry it to the source of the tumor in the cavity of that 
organ, a little below the ligature. Its pedicle was then 
divided by three or four cuts of the scissors, when the 
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polypus was detached and brought away. The bleeding 
that followed did not exceed a dessert-spoonful in amount. 

On examining the growth it was found to be about three | 
and a half inches in length, and two and three-quarters in | 
width, the pedicle measuring two and a half inches in cir- 
cumference, 

The patient did not complain of any pain during the ope- 
ration, though no anesthetic agents were given, the whole 
duration of which did not exceed five minutes. When it 
was finished she arose herself from the operating table 
without any aid, and retired to her chamber, where she re- 
mained three or four days without any fever or any other 
unpleasant symptoms, being kept in the meantime on a 
light diet. At the end of a week, a few emollient and 
astringent injections having been ordered, the ligature came 
away, and the patient was discharged cured, and has re- 
mained in excellent health, with a regular menstruation 
ever since. 

The combined operation of the ligature and excision, as 
practised in this case, was first performed in france by M. 
Hervez, of the Paris school. Hervez’s operation is not, 
I believe, very frequently practised in this country. 

No. 42 Universtry Prace, 


Acports of Pospitals. 
GENERAL HOSPITAL, No. 19, NASHVILLE, TENN. 
CASES IN MILITARY SURGERY, 

By JOHN SHRADY, JR., SURGEON U.S.V., IN CHARGE. 
I.—Fissure of the Inner Table of the Cranium—Purulent 
Softening of the Brain.—M. A. T., 97th O. V., Co. I, admit- 
ted Jan. 5, 1863, having received a slight scalp wound from 
a glancing musket ball, which gave him no alarm or uneasi- 
ness. Examination with probe detected no injury of the 
calvarium. Ordered simple water dressings, patient 
allowed the liberty of the ward. 
time, nothing has occurred worthy of note ; except 








that he is very fidgety, and that he keeps getting in and | 


out of bed. Appears intelligent upon interrogation. No- 
thing abnormal except a rather whitish tongue and accele- 
rated pulse. The wound presents a somewhat puffy ap- 
pearance about the edges. Jan. 15.—Obstinate constipa- | 
tion: cannot retain even liquids upon his stomach. Lies 
stupidly abed, with the flexor senile of his arms and fore- 
arms strongly contracted. Has what, by an exaggeration, 
might be called a subsultus tendinum. Pupils dilated and 
irresponsive to light. Mutters incoherently, pulse not over 
100. B. Potass. iod., grs. v.; syr. simpl. §ss. Solve. Tal. 
ter in die cap.; and to get a speedy action of the bowels, 
RB. Ol. ricini comm. §}.; ol. tiglii, gtt.j.; M. s. cap. statim. 
Jan. 16.—No change for the better. Notwithstanding a 
repetition of the purgative, he still has had no alvine eva- 
cuation. Jan. 21.—Aggravation of all the symptoms. His | 
nurse says that ease ep is one of the leading features 
of the case. When asked to thrust out his tongue, slightly 
parts his teeth and exhibits its tip. Apparently dreads a | 
further examination of the wound. With a view of a more | 
thorough exploration, and perhaps of evacuating the pus, 
which is suspected to bé the cause of the mischief, a 
crucial incision into the scalp was resorted to, without | 
anesthesia; about two drachms of -pus escaped, and bone 
found denuded to the circumference of a dime. Beef-tea 
was assiduously but hopelessly pushed. Jan 2.—Died early 
this morning. 

Post-mortem Examination.—Turbid serum follows the saw. 
Fissure of the inner table of cranium, with a rough sha 
prominence an eighth of an inch to the left of the frontal 
suture, near the site of what phrenologists call “ the organ 
of veneration.” Ulceration o the dura mater immediately 
beneath, for the space of about two inches in length by 
about half an inch at the point of greatest diameter. Ve- 
nous congestion well marked. Brain substance soft and 


| tom save indifference about food. 


| sinking. Continue treatment. 


Jan. 10.—Up tot his | 


| of injury anything but promising. 


| porting diet, porter, ete. 
| phi, grs. iij. 
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receiving the fingers without resistance. Greenish pus in 
abundance, 

Il.— Gunshot Wound—Compownd Comminut d Fracture 
of Left Metatarsus— Secondary Ampvt ition of Leg at Lower 
Third—Death by Pneumonia.—Gotilieb Trost, 51st Ohio V. 
Co. B, private, admitted Jan. 19. Wounded six days 
previously by the accidental explosion of an old gun-barrel, 
which a comrade thoughtlessly threw into a camp-fire some 
fifteen yards distant from him. The charge passed directly 
through the metatarsus, entering on the tibial side. Al- 
though strongly urged to submit to an immediate amputa- 
tion, he peremptorily refused. The wound on admission 
presented a ragged, sloughy, and blackened appearance. A 
thin, somewhat yellow-looking fluid was copiously yielded 
on pressure from all parts of the foot. Great depression of the 
vital powers. Jan. 22.—By dint of the assiduous adminis- 
tration of tonics and stimulants, the patient is brought into 
a reasonably fair condition. Pulse firmer and fuller. Capil- 
lary circulation much improved. Condition of wound 
worse, the probe grates upon denuded bone and numerous 
spicula. There being no good reason for deferring surgical 
interference, amputation at the Jower third of the leg, by 
the flap method, was performed during anesthesia by cblo- 
roform. No shock. Jan. 25.—Shows no untoward symp- 
Jan. 26.—Difficulty of 
respiration, loss of appetite, dulness on percussion, tubular 
breathing, cracked pot sound. k. Sulph. quinin. gr. j.; 6. 


| cap. qudque hord; sinapisms; heaters disposed about the 


body ; enemas of beef-tea. Jan. 27.—Pulse 130. Respira- 
tion 68. Coarse mucous rales. As far as can be ascertained 
no rusty or prune-juice expectoration. Evidently fast 
Jan. 28.—Died just after 
midnight. 

Sectio Cadaveris.—Fifteen hours after death. Heart and 
abdominal viscera healthy. Lower lobes of both lungs much 


| solidified, and mottled with dark spots all over its substance. 


The left lung appears more implicated than the right, 
although in the latter the scalpel entered a small abscess, 
I11.— Compound Comminuted Fracture of the Tibia and 
Fibula—Secondary Amputation of the Femur—Death.— 
John Bause, 42d Ind. Inf., Co. B, private, a vigorous Prus- 
sian, aged 24 years, admitted Jan. 5, wounded by a minié 
ball on the 31st ult., the missile striking upon the crest of 
the tibia, producing a large lacerated opening. Both bones 
were discovered to be much shattered for about an inch 
and a half of their respective shafts; a free discharge of ill- 
conditioned pus and general condition of parts below point 
Attributes much of his 
present condition to his long ambulance ride. Much con- 
stitutional disturbance, a white furred tongue, feeble rapid 
pulse, loss of appetite, and @n anxious countenauce. An 
erythematous blush suffuses the entire limb. Ordered a sup- 
R. Sulph. quinin., gzs. xij.; mor- 
M. Divid. in chart. No. vj.; s. one every 
four hours. Case left to abide further and more favorable 
indications. Jan. 6.—Appears somewhat rallied, anodyne 
has had its proper effect. The erythema more circumscribed 
and fuding away. Continue treatment. Jan. 8.—As the 
injury is so near the knee-joint, and his constitution is mak- 
ing futile efforts to carry its extra load, the limb was am- 


agen at the junction of the lower with the middle third 


y the ordinary flap method. Anzsthetic chloroform. 
Jan. 9.—Passed a comfortable night under the influence of 


| a strong anodyne, and, except a little smarting at the seat 


of operation, complains of nothing unusual. Appetite fair, 
pulse 130, which is a slight advance in frequency. Ordered 
water dressings to the part. Diet as before. Jan. 10.— 
Quiet and uncomplaining; still some febrile excitement. 
Appetite only fair. Jan. 11.—Expression of countenance 
“beseeching” Pulse 140. The diarrhoea with which he 
begins to be troubled tells upon his strength. Loathes his 
food. Jan. 12.—Has had one or two irregular chills. Hec- 
tic flush and Hippocratic countenance. Jan. 13.—As 
dressings are removed a suspicious oozing of blood occurs ; 
wound at edges puckered, swollen, and emitting ill-odored 
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pus. Jan. 14.—The blood 
quile thin, a 1 not great in quantity. 
dulnes part of left lung, but 

well marked. Jan. 15.—A fortless 
difficulty of 


respiration, olare 
regarding his feelings. 


which stains the dressings is 
Some dyspneea ; 
tubular breathing not 
night, owing to 
at you when interrogated 
Died at night. No autopsy from 
want ol facilities, the hospital being only in process of organ- 
ization, 
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DR. T. C. CHAIR. 


TUMOR OF SCALP.-~—-PAINIFUL TUBERCLE, 


FINGER, ETE 


—SUPERNUMERARY 


Dr. Post presented several s 
sisted of a t 
aged 50 years 


ill specim ens; the first con- 
» of a woman, 
Sl le, at the june- 
tion of the sutures: was about the 
size of a small hazel-nut ; rowing for about two 
years, and the only circumstance which gave rise to the 
suspicion that it was not an ordinary encysted tumor was, 
that it had the of occasional pain, It was 
removed by halves, and an incision having been first made 
through its centre, it was instead of being 
situated—as h such tumors—between the sealp 
and pericranium, it was beneath the pericranium, and 
attached to the Dr. Draper examined a portion of 
the tumor, and found it to be fibro-plastic in character, 

The second ted of a small subcutaneous 
painful tubercle, about a quarter of an inch in diameter, 
removed from the leg of a woman, a short distance below 
the knee. 

The third specimen was 
from a young child ; 


umor, removed from the seal; 
It was situated on the left 


lambdoidal and sagittal 
had been g 


been seat 


found that 


is usual wit 
bone. 


specimen consis 
i 


a supernumerary finger, removed 
the fifth trom the labia pudendi of a 
married woman; the sixth an eye, the seat of a remarkably 
developed staphyloma, removed from a child years of 
The staphyloma in this case was due to gonorrheeal 
inflammation. ‘The patient rapidly recovered. 

He also exhibited a seventh specimen, consisting of the 
results of a series of operations for li ithotripsy There 
were numerous fragments of Weighing from 
five and a half to eighty grains. All the fragments passed 
readily through the urethra, with the exception of two ri 
and irregular-shaped ones. Both were arreste ‘d in the glans 
penis, one requiring the use of a small pair of fore eps, and 
the othe ‘r the slitting up of the glans to the extent of one- 
half or three-quarters of an inch for its removal. There 
were 1n all nine operations performed, The stone was 
crushed at each instance, very easily, although considerable 
difficulty was experienced in moving the instrument free ‘ly, 
while in the bladder. The stones consisted of oxalate of 
lime. At no time was there any urethritis or epididymitis 
as the result of the operative procedures. - > 
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SPECIMENS OF MORBUS COXARIUS. 

Dr. Sarre presented a portion of the head of the femur 
and isouhianter major, which h@ had removed from a lad 
aged 8 years. The patient, when about 5 years of age, was 
kicked upon the hip by another boy, and in the cou:.¢ of a 
few weeks alter symptoms of hip disease develope ihem- 
selves. He was confined with a splint for four months, but 
no extension was used. When he had partially recovered 
from the inflammation he fell again. Dr. Gross, who then 
saw him, recominended confinement, and actual cautery. 

Suppuration of the joint commenced in Oct. 1861. On 
the 10th of April, 1862, Dr. Sayre exsected the head of the 
femur and trochayter major, On making an incision down 
upon the diseased bone the joint was found open in two 
places, and surrounded by a fibro- cartilaginous material, | 
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The hi vad of the bone v was found loose in the joint, 
almost entirely absorbed. The neck of the femur 
entirely gone. The trochanter major, being found the seat 
of was also exsected. After the operation the 
limb was placed in Dr. Bauer's wire breeches, and the 
wound rapidly healed. The patient living in the country, 
returned home at the end of two months, and Dr. Sayre 
did not see him again until the day before the presentation. 
The patient was exhibited to the Society, and though the 
affected limb was shorter than its fellow, it could be moved 
about in every direction without giving rise to any pain. 
He was enabled to stand erect without the aid of an appa- 
ratus. 

Dr. Sayre exhibited a second specimen, consisting of the 
head and upper portion of the femur, which he had re- 
moved from a young lady from Burlington, lowa. About 
two years ago the patient fell, striking on the left hip; the 
injury was followed by inflammation “and suppuration, and 
in the course of the next eight months an opening in the 
joint formed spontaneously. At the time Dr. Sayre first 
saw the case the suppuration was very profuse, and the 
ilium being perforated there was considerable doubt in his 
mind as to whether an operation for the removal of the 
diseased bone would be advisable. The patient, however, 
coming from such a great distance, and withal being 
the victim of such sevére suffering, all objections were 
waived, and the operation was performed on the 3d of 
July. After the incision was made the assistant, in attempt- 
ing to luxate the femur, fractured it just above the knee. 
The head of the bone was found loose in the acetabulum, 
but the neck of the femur was entirely absorbed. As the 
operation was proceeded with, the reason why the femur 
could not be luxated was explained from the fact, that its 
upper portion had become firmly engaged in the opening 
through the illum, The trochanter major was then sawn 
through, and the engaged portion easily removed. Passing 
the finger through the opening the surface of the ilium, 
external and internal, was roughe ned. All that portion 
was removed and the limb was placed in position, the 
wound being left open to afford a free exit to the discharge. 
The patient was very much depressed by the intense hot 
weather which followed the day of the operation, but she 
fortunately rallied. In the course of time an abscess formed 
on the internal aspect of the thigh, which opened, discharged, 
and closed again. Matter hawing again formed in that loca- 
lity a second opening was made, which was found to com- 
municate with one on the external aspect of the thigh; the 
communication between these two was then maintained 
by means of a seton, when a short time after exfoliated 
bone was discharged and the wound healed. Shortly after 
this occurrence she went home and recovered. 

The third specimen consisted also of the head of the femur 
and trochanter major, removed from a girl aged seven 
years, who at the time was suffering from hip disease in 
the third stage. The neck of the femur was also entirely 
absorbed in this case. The wound entirely healed at the 
end of seven weeks, there being scarcely any suppura- 
tion following the operation. When last seen by Dr. Sayre 
the patient was doing exceedingly well, and there was but 
a slight amount of shortening. The affected limb was im- 
mensely developed. 

Dr. Sayre also presented a fourth specimen, being the head 
of the femur and trochanter major, which were removed from 
a young girl, thirteen years of age, the daughter of Dr. Davis of 
Lancaster, Ohio. The disease had arrived at its third stage, 
and previous to the operation four sinuses had formed con- 
necting with the joint. In this case also the thigh was frac- 
tured in the attempt to lyxate the head of the bone. The 
reason for this was, that a large involucrum formed around 
the capsular ligament, causing firm anchylosis at that point. 
After removing the head of the femur Dr. Sayre had to 
pass down and saw off the bone below the trochanter. At 
last accounts from the fathef the child was getting on finely, 
and was able to get about without the use of crutches. 

A fifth case was presented, Which, however, did not ter- 
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minate so favorably as the others. Th@specimens, consist- 
ing of the head of the femur and portion of the shaft, were 
removed from a lad aged fourteen, who had suffered from 
hip disease since five years of age. When he came under 
observation, there was a large sore extending from the 
ilium half way down the thigh, besides four sinuses on the 
anterior aspect of the limb, all of which communicated with 
the joint. The involucrum ‘surrounding the joint was so 
firm, being almost half an inch thick, that it was necessary 
to pass down two inches below the joint, and saw off the 
femur at that point. For nineteen days after the operation 
the case progressed very favorably, when an attack of pneu- 
monia supervened, leaving the patient very ill for ten or 
twelve days, at the end of which time he was seized with 
tetanic spasms, and died in the course of three days after. 
The only relief obtained for the sufferer was by means of 
chloroform and ice to the back of the neck. 

On post-mortem examination healthy granulations"were 
observed covering the upper end of the femur, and also all 
that remained of the surface of the acetabulum. There was 
no deposit of tubercle in any other part of the body. 

With each one of the four specimens, Dr. Sayre exhibited 
a photograph of the patient, before aud some time after the 
operation. 

Lastly, Dr. Sayre exhibited a specimen of gangrene of 
the sac of femoral hernia, removed from a female of sixty- 
two years of age. The patient had been the subject of 
femoral hernia of the right side for 16 years, but not until 
a short time previous to death was such a state of things 
discovered by her physician. She had been subject to fre- 
quent attacks of colic, and during the last seizure the phy- 
sician examined for hernia, and discovered that a portion of 
the abdominal contents had passed through the femoral 
ring, and had become strangulated. Dr. Sayre saw the 
case in consultation forty-eight hours after this discovery 
was made, Failing to reduce the protruding portion by 
manipulation, an operation was decided upon and accord- 
ingly performed. On opening the sac it was found to be 
gangrenous, and to contain about an ounce of grumous 
fluid. The sac was then divided and all the sloughy por- 
tion removed, while the portion of omentum engaged in 
the sac, being also. gangrenous, was removed. 

Dr. Krackowizer remarked, that never in his experi- 
ence had he met with a case of gangrene of the hernial sac, 
even in those instances where the strangulated portion was 
sloughy. 

Dr. Post thought that Dr. Sayre acted wisely in remov- 
ing the strangulated portion of omentum, remarking that 
the results of such a system of practice were more favorable 
than when any suspicious-looking tissue was returned into 
the abdominal cavity. 

SUPERNUMERARY THUMB, ETC. 


Dr. Jacost also presented several specimens. The first 
consisted of a supernumerary thumb, removed from the 
hand of a female infant, aged nine months. The size of the 
two hands was the same, with the exception of a slight 
swelling of @he upper portion of the right thumb, which in 
its turn was smaller than its fellow. The swelling upon 
the thumb was due to slight enlargement of the lower 
condyles of the metatarsal bone. The supernumerary 
member could be moved, it being possessed of an indepen- 
dent joint. P 

A second supernumerary thumb was next shown, re- 
moved from the left hand of an infant. This, however, 
had no joint, and was merely connected with the normal 
thumb by a peduncle of skin and counective tissue. This, 
however, was not the only anomaly in this infant. Wheu 
if was first seen, being then but a few days old, there was 
a cleft palate and double hare-lip; besides this there was a 
supernumerary thumb on the right hand, flexion of the 
right index finger, and between the normal thumb and 
index finger there was a large web extending to.the middle 
joint of the latter. On the left hand there was con- 
traction of the second joint of the middle finger. In both 
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these instances the contraction was done by the flexor 
muscles, On the left foot the large toe was complete, but 
the second toe consisted only of one bone, and on its end 
had two small excrescences, which took the place of the nail. 
The third toe was also only constituted of one bone, and 
was likewise without a nail. The fourth and filth toes 
were contained in but one envelope of skin, and were like- 
wise destitute of nails. There was also no joint to these. 
On the left foot the large toe was a great deal shorter than 
the corresponding member upon the other foot; there were 
two nails upon this, on either side of the anterior portion. 
The second toe was only about three-fourths the length of 
the great toe, and instead of a nail there were only visible 
two small grooves. The toe was constituted of one bone, 
but was possessed of a joint. The third toe was larger 
than the second, and like the fourth had but one joint, and 
was without a nail. The fifth toe was like the other toes, 
but had no joint. 

In the family of the first child no anomalies 
had ever been noticed. The second child was one whose 
parents were first cousins. Dr. Jacobi remarked, in conclud- 
ing a description of these specimens, that it was rather 
unusual to meet in both instances with supernumerary 
thumbs, the rule being that such superfluous members were 
mostly attached to the fifth finger or to any of the others. 
He had never before met with an instance where two toes 
were contained in the same skin, and had never before seen 
a double-jointed metatarsal bone. 


of the sort 


TUBERCULOUS DEPOSIT IN UPPER LOBE OF LUNG IN INFANT, 

The next specimen consisted of the lungs, liver, spleen, 
and kidneys of an infant of five months. The child had not 
been seen by Dr. Jacobi previous to the time when the 
post-mortem examination was made. The diagnosis that 
had been made was, tuberculosis with solidification of the 
upper lobe of the right lang, and enlargement of the spleen. 
The little patient had been ill for a long time, and had suf- 
fered from cough followed by emaciation and death. The 
lungs on post-mortem examination presented a very pecu- 
liar appearance. The right and left lungs were completely 
infiltrated with tubercle. There were, besides, extensive 
pleuritic adhesions throughout that side of the chest; there 
were, however, no evidences of pleuritis on the left side. 
Though both lungs were infiltrated the infiltration was 
most marked in the upper lobe of the right lung and the 
lower lobe of the left. A wax cast of the two organs in 
their recent condition, made by Dr. Prince, was exhibited, 
beautifully illustrating this condition of things. The liver 
was the seat of fatty degeneration. The spleen was con- 
siderably enlarged, as was also the kidneys. 

Dr. Jacobi remarked that it was very unusual to have a 
greater amount of tuberculous deposit in the upper than in 
the lower lobes of the lungs. The peculiar appearance of 
the lungs had given rise to the suspicion that the parents 
had suffered from syphilis, but from all the facts that could 
be obtained such a suspicion could not be substantiated. 

See ES: 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER XXVIII. 
THE GRAPE-CURE TREATMENT. 
By PROF. CHARLES A. LEE. 
Bapen-Bapen, Sept. 20th, 1862. 
A rew words on the grape-cure (cure de raisin) may 
serve as an introduction to some notice of these waters of 
Baden-Baden. This grape-eating, as a remedy for pulmo- 
nary affections especially, has now become one of the esta- 
blished modes of treatment on the Continent, especially on 
the Rhine, and certain parts of Switzerland. Of course, so 
pleasant a remedy could not but be popular, and hence it 
triumphs over the sugar pellets. Dr. Curchod, of Vevay, 
on the banks of the Lake of Geneva, is quite celebrated, for 
this line of prac.ice, and has published an excellent mono- 
graph on the subject. This fruit of the vine, however, is 
not without its competitors, for we now hear on every, side 
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of cures by strawberries, figs, and peaches (« ures de fruises, 
de figues, de peches), and other fruits. In the Tyrol, and 
north of Italy they are trying the opposite extreme, and 
are loud in their praises of the cure by raw ham (cures de 
jgambou ru). I would not, however, depreciate the urape, 
cure by comparing it with the latter, which I only mention 
to show what medical vagaries may occasionally become 
prominent; and I am even quite ready to admit.that there 
13 satisfactory evidence in favor of the great benefits result- 
ing from the free use of ripe grapes, in certain cases, Some 
physicians rely on it altogether, while others begin the 
treatment by !t, and then follow with the use of the appro- 
priate mineral waters, It is generally agreed that the free 
use of sweet, ripe grapes not only aids nutrition, but abates 
the general excitability, modifies the blood, resolves pulmo- 
nary and other engorgements, and improves the secretions, 
In pulmonic cases of a sub-acute character, its effects are 
quite striking. The testimony is uuiform on this point, 
and I have myself seen cases, where, in incipient phthisis, 
this treatment has served to abate the freqifency of the 
pulse, the heat and dryness of the skin, the hectic flush on 
the cheek, and the frequent hemoptycal attacks, and these 
are the very symptoms which contra-indicate the use of 
these mineral waters. 

The treatment by grapes consists essentially in taking one 
pound of fresh ripe grapes, early in the morning, not swal- 
lowing the skins or seeds, and two hours after a still larger 
quantity. The patient dines at twelve o'clock on beef or 
mutton, boiled or broiled, stale bread well baked, and a 
glass of old Rhine wine, but no vegetables, except occa- 
sionally potatoes or carrots. About four o'clock, a certain 
quantity of grapes are to be taken; at evening, tea, with 
white bread. The patient is directed to take as much exer- 
cise as possible between meals, and abstain from drink, 
unless he should feel quite thirsty. The whole quantity of 
grapes to be taken in the course of twenty-four hours is from 
two to three pounds. Some who cannot well bear grapes 
so early in the morning, are advised to take a cup of coffee 
or chocolate first, and not begin the day with grapes until 
the stomach has become somewhat accustomed to them, 
It is believed that the best grapes for medicinal use are not 
those which make the richest and strongest wines: nor are 
those recommended which are sweet and aromatic to the 
taste, with small and hard berry, and thick skin, like the 
Riessling grape, but those of larger size, and thin pellicle, 
and which yield on pressure a more abundant and watery 
juice—such as those called the A/einberger, and which are 
found on the Rhine, in the Palatinate, and the principal 
vineyards of the Bergstrasse, 

The duration of the grape treatment is from four to six 
weeks, generally, though it varies, of course, in different 
cases. Tle best time to commence it is about the middle 
of September, when the grapes are supposed to be fully 
ripe. It is not my purpose to enter here upon any theore- 
tical discussion of the therapeia of the grape-cure. Every 
one knows that this frrit abounds in sugar, gum, and vege- 
table mucilage, and other nutritive elements, and it is easy 
to understand how it may prove beneficial in many pulmo- 
nary affections, especially tuberculosis, by strengthening 
the vital forces, and contributing to the general nutrition of 
the body. It is often stated that the grape acts as a laxa- 
tive, or even purgative, but this is a great error; it would 
be nearer the truth to say, that it more frequently acts as 
an astringent. Even the sweet Chasselas is not laxative. 
The experiments of Wobler and Millon have proved that 
the organic acids contained in the grape are oxidated and 
destroyed in the economy, leaving behind only alkaline 
carbouates, This is, doubtless, the reason why the urine, 
during the first days of this treatinent, becomes alkaline, 
and why certain affections of the bladder and urinary 
organs are so speedily ameliorated. “ 

I may, perhaps, have more to say on this subject here- 
after, as I learn and see more of it. I leave it now, with 
an impression that it might, perhaps, be introduced with 
advantage into our own country, in the same affections in 
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which’ it has prové@d advantageous on this side of the 
Atlantic. 
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THE LUNACY COMMISSION BILL. 


Tue Bill for the appointment of a Commissioner of Lunacy, 
now before the Legislature of this State, is altogether too 
limited in its scope to meet the wants of the class of unfor- 
We 
have on other occasions, when this measure was before 
previous legislatures, discussed the subject of a Lunacy 
Commission at length, and we cannot forbear at this time 
briefly calling the attention of our legislators to what we 
deem vital features in such an Act. 
The objects of such a commission may be stated as fol- 
lows :—First, and most importantly, in order to improve 
the condition of the pauper insane. These poor creatures 
are congregated in the alms-houses of the different counties 
of the State, without any adequate provision for their neces- 
sities. They are now treated in many instances more bar- 
barously than when the insane were thought to be possess- 
ed of the devil. The Senate Committee which visited these 
people in 1857, reported that they found many in cells and 
chains; in some cases the inmates sicken and die without 
any attendance whatever ; the cells and sheds in which they 
are confined are wretched abodes, often wholly unprovided 
with bedding ; in most cases female lunatics had none but 
male attendants; instances were testified to of whipping of 
male and female idiots and lunatics, and of confining the 
latter in loathsome cells, and binding them with chains. In 
some poor-houses, both males and females were found in 
cells in a state of nudity ; the cells were intolerably offensive, 
littered with the long accurnulated filth of the occupants, 
and with straw reduced to chaff by long use as bedding, 
portions of which, mingled with the filth, adhered to the 
persons of the inmates, and formed the ony coverrNe they 
had. The duty of the Commission would be, annually, to 
inquire carefully into the condition of this class of insane, 
make an accurate census of their number, and report to the 
Legislature, with suggestions as to their improvement. 
Second, the Commission should be empowered to visit 
private asylums, eleemosynary and benevolent institu- 
tions, and inquire into the condition ‘and wants of the 
insane. Third, in all criminal cases where insanity is 
pleaded, and in cases of alleged false detention for insanity, . 
the Commission should act as experts. Finally, all ques- 
tions relating to the insane, whether legislative or judicial, 
would come under the special attention of this commission. 
And these questions, thoroughly considered, are neither few 
nor unimportant. They are of almost daily occurrence, 
and require the patient study and dispassionate discrimina- 
tion of minds educated in the jurisprudence of insanity. 
| The Bill introduced into the Legislature of 1861 was 
| sufficiently broad and comprehensive to cover this entire 

field of labor. It required the Commission to visit, at 
| least once in each year, all alms-houses, poor-houses, lu- 
| natic asylums, and jails within the State; to keep a record 
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_ of such visits; to ascertain the number of insane inmates, 
the methods of treatment, the general condition and wants 
of such establishments, and report the same to the Legis- 


lature; to investigate and decide upon the question of | 


the alleged insanity of any condemned prisoner who may 
apply to the Executive for pardon or commutation of 
sentence ; to institute a careful examination into the men- 
tal condition of any person held in custody on a criminal 
charge who is suspected of insanity, etc., etc, It will be 
-seen from this brief summary that that measure was ad- 
mirably adapted to secure to the State a thorough super- 
vision of the insane. 

The Bill before the Legislature, as it comes to us, is 
extremely limited in its scope of duties, and in no respect 
meets the wants of the service which brought it into 
existence, It is as follows :— 


Section 1. A Commissioner of Lunacy shall be appointed by the Gover- 
nor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, whose duty it shall be to 
make a personul inspection of the various poor-houses and alms-houses in 
this State ; and inquire into the condition of the insane in such institutions, 
ani report to the next Legislature the result of bis investigations, and re- 
commend some suitable or mode of improving their condition, P 


Sec. 2 Said Commission shall be avsuitably qua ified medical man, and 
be entitled to a compensation of two thousand dollars per year, besides 
three dollars per day for expenses while employed io this commission. 

Sec. 8. This act shall take effect immediately. 

It would appear that the duty of this Commission is 
simply to visit the poor-houses of the State, and report 
to the next Legislature on the condition of the insane. 
Here its functions cease. We submit to our legislators 
that this Bill is based upon a most superficial view of the 
matter. It embraces but a single one.of many important 
duties. The Commission should be enlarged, it should 
be permanent, and the duties prescribed should embrace 
not only an annual visitation of all the alms-houses, jails, 
asylums, and other institutions, but it should be a Buard 
of reference of all questions relating to the insane. In- 
calculable good would flow from such a law executed by 
men qualified by long experience in the practical treat- 
ment and earnest study of insanity. We hope this Bill 
will be so modified as to embrace the provisions indicated, 
and then speedily become a law. 


THE WEEK. 
From the report of the Commissioners of Emigration it 
appears that during the year 1862 the whole number of 
emigrants was 12,660 more than arrived the preceding year, 
the whole number of passengers-landed during 1862 being 
105,385. Of these, 29,097 were citizens, or persons not 
subject to bonds or commutation, and 76,306 were aliens 
from whom commutation was paid: or bonds executed, 
showing an increase in alien emigrants of 10.777 over 1861, 
and being 28,856 less than in 1860, 3,016 less than in 1859, 
2,283 less than in 1858, and 107,467 less than in 1857; 
while the proportion to the average of former years, since 
1847, is much less than half. Of these emigrants, 32,217 
were from Ireland, 27,740 from Germany, 7,975 from Eng- 
land, and 8,374 from other countries. The State Emi- 
grants’ Refuge and Hospital, Ward’s Island, has a farm of 
106 acres. The whole number of inmates in the hospital 
and in the other department, during the year, was 3,247, 
being 1,832 less than in 1861, and 1,482 less than in the 
year preceding. The average weekly number at any one 
time was about 637. The net cost of support of the Emi- 
grant Hospital and Refuge was $46,740 40, being $9,097 
less than in 1861. The average yearlygcost of support was 














about $72 44 a head, being about $10 78 per person more 
than in 1861, but $9 less than in 1860. Deducting salaries 
for doctors, officers, and other employers, it amounts to 
$48 13 for each individual per annum. Of the 637 persons 
supported on Ward’s Island, 375 were patients in the hos- 
pital, and 262 were inmates of the Refuge Department. On 
the 3lst December, 1862,~there remained 655 inmates 
against 716 at the same time in 1861. The number receiv- 
ing medical or surgical @id was 2,445 cases treated in the 
hospital, against 6,147 in 1856, 6,893 in 1857, 5,067 in 1858, 
3,668 in 1859, 3,864 in 1860, and 4,129 in 1861. 

Tue danger to the reputation of the practitioner in adminis- 
tering anzsthetics to female patients without the presence 
of a third party, has been several times painfully illus- 
trated. The case of the dentist Beale, of Philadelphia, is 
fresh in the recollection of every reader. A case, occur- 
ring in Philadelphia, is reported in the papers, which will 
raise the question how far it is safe to use the speculum in 
the presence of the patient alone. It appears that the 
Guardians of the Poor sent a physician to attend a poor 
woman suffering from prolapsus uteri. As she relates the 
story, a female friend who was with her left the room. 
The doctor locked the door, and put the key in his pocket, 
She lay down on the bed and drew the sheet over her face, 
upon which the doctor proceeded with the examination, 
His movements rendering her suspicious, she uncovered 
her face, and saw that his person was exposed. She then 
ordered him to leave the room, and naturally expressed 
much indignation at his taking advantage of her weak and 
defenceless condition. The doctor denied the accusation, 
but she would not: listen to him, and he left the house. 
She then went to the office of the Visitor of the Poor, and 
information was communicated to the Guar.Jians of the 
Poor, who sent her to the Mayor, and he had a warrant 
issued for the arrest of the doctor. On examination before 
a Justice, he denied in the most positive manner the charge 
which she made. Whatever may be the merits or demerits 
of the parties concerned in this case, it is evident that the 
reputation of the practitioner who uses the speculum with- 
out the presence of a third party, is at the mercy of his 
patient. 

In another column we publish a communication from 
Dr. Wittarp, of Albany, Secretary of the State Medical 
Society, which we earnestly commend to the attention of 
the profession of this State. In the tabular statement ap- 
pears the relative aétivity of the county societies, and their 
interest, as also that of the medical colleges, in the State 
Society. It is proper to assume that the county societies 
are a fair index of the condition of the profession, scien- 
tific, social, and ethical, of the respective counties. It was 
a remark of the late Surgeon-General of the State, Dr. 
VanNveRPoEL, that in the examination of surgeons for 
volunteer regiments, he invariably found those the best 
qualified who came from countiés which had active medi- 
cal societies. Let those physicians who desire to elevate 
the tone of the profession see to it that the county socie- 
ties are well sustained. 


A CASE reeently occurred in England, illustrating the re- 
sponsibility of medical men in granting certificates of 


lunacy. <A physician was heavily fined for mistaking the 
case, and committing to an asylum a sane person. We 
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have reason to believe that the utmost negligence is often 
practised by physicians in this country in the examination 
of persons for alleged insanity. Such examples of severe 
punishment should serve as a warning. 


Correspondence. 


—— 6 
COMPOUND MONSTERS. 


[To the Editor of the American Mepicar Times. } 
Sir :—I am engaged in collecting and arranging materials 
for a monograph on double and parasitic monsters, foetus 
in fuetu, and supernumerary formation of parts or organs in 
man, I propose the term Diploteratology as the title of the 
essay. It will comprise the history, literature, classifica- 
tion, description, and embryology of monsters, In which a 
duplicity or multiplicity of structure is found. It will also 
include the obstetrics and medico-legal relations of the sub- 
ject. The object of this to solicit descriptions, 
more or less complete, of any or all cases of double mon- 
sters which may have presented themselves in the practice 
of any of your readers, or which may have come to their 
knowledge. Double lower animals are 
also important; the writer intends, as far as possible, to 
accompany the description of each genus with an account 
of one or more parallel cases from the lower animals. It 
is desirable to have the following facts, at least (yet, even 
a very imperfect report would be of value) :—The date, 
locality, sex, period of development, nature of delivery, 
character, extent, and situation of the two bodies; general 
description of the form, the number of upper and lower 
extremities; other malformations, as hare-lip, hemicrania, 
atresia of any of the normal openings of the bodies, ete. 
Also, if possible, the internal structure, single, double, or 
fused hearts, and other organs, ete. A rude diagram would 
add much to the value of the description. Any person 
who will furnish accounts of cases, or send numbers of 
journals containing descriptions of cases, shall receive due 
credit in the work, an early copy of which will be pre- 
sented to him. 

The writer has succeeded in collecting much of the lite- 
rature of the subject, but has failed to procure Vrolik’s 
work on double monsters. If any of your readers possess 
this work they will confer a great favor by loaning it to 
the subscriber for a short time. 
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Curators of medical mu- 
seums will do me a great favor by giving the number and 
general character of the double monsters in their collec- 
tions, 
Yours, ete., 
G. J. Fisner, M.D. 
Sino Sina, New York 
= —_ bie 

A NOTE ON ENGLISH SURGERY. 

{To the Editor of the Amerrcan Meptcar Times.] 
Sir:—The following remarks, which I jotted down in the 
spring of 1861, while in London, and then mislaid, may be 
taken in connexion with the receut cool assumption of 
superiority on the part of the English medical consultant 
in the case of Garibaldi. 

“One of the great faults of medical men here, is the 
great tendency to follow implicitly the teachings of some 
great authority, without any reasoning upon their indivi- 
dual cases. If a Brodie should advise exsection of joints 
for acute synovitis, or a Ferguson propose division of the 
peroneus longus as a means of facilitating union in staphy- 
loraphy, or a Bennett hint the weekly application of po- 
tassa fusa as a prophylactic, many zealous followers would, 
to use the usual phrase, try the merits of the procedures 
advised. The men here, of course passing over the lights 
of the profession, are too apt to run on rails and rules 
before laid down, and while, like the locomotive, everything 
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is as before met with, they do splendidly ; but the moment 
anything out of the usual way occurs, they are as helpless 
as said locomotive off from the track, and an object of com- 
miseration equally with their patients. The habit of con- 
tinually depending on others to do your own thinking, is a 
state of things not favorable for mental growth. 

“After considerable time spent, I had almost said wasted, 
in visiting the hospitals in this metropolis, I have arrived 
at the conclusion that relative influence had more to do with 
the appointment and continuance in office of some of the 
surgeons than relative anatomy, and regional connexions 
more than regional anatomy. (Qualities of blood have more 
influence, I fear, than those of the head and heart. After 
a visit here one is better fitted to read Roux’s ‘ Parallel 
between English and French Surgery.’ I have certainly 
seen as bad surgery here as did Roux.” 

Yours, ete., 
Davin P. Ssrrn, 
Surg. Vols. 
Set a 
MEDICAL MEN OF BERLIN, 
Berry, January, 1863. 

Tne distinguished medical teachers in the University here 
may be comprised in the names—Surgeons, Pror. Lan- 
Genpeck and Dr. Wintms; Physicians, Pror’s Travpe 
and Frenrics; Ophthalmalogists, Prof. Von Grarre, Yun- 
KeN, and Scnweiccer; Pathologist, Prof. Vircnow ; Che- 
mist, Prof. Rose. Ido not mean to say that these are the 
only distinguished medical men here, but® their names are 
uniyersally given as those.of the teachers of whom the 
Unfversity is justly proud. A residence of some five months 
here has afforded an opportunity for enjoying the benefits 
of the instruction of some of these, and of noticing the 
personal characteristics of the men to whom we Ameri- 
cans, with a generosity which might be here imitated, are 
ready to do honor. It is well known that unlike New 
York, Philadelphia, or London, in Berlin as in the ofher 
German cities, there is but one medical school; the several 
lecture rooms, laboratories, clinies scattered ‘about the city, 
being parts of the medical department of the “ Frederick 
William University.” Prof. Langenbeck has his surgical 
clinic in a series of irregular, badly-constructed buildings, 
in one part of the time ; so Graefe his in another, while the 
venerable Prof. Yunken, who was a few years ago among 
the highest authorities on diseases of the eye, lectures in 
the Charity Hospital; so also Traube and Frehrics, while 
Virchow has a beautifully arranged building in the grounds 
of the hospital, where his pathological investigations are 
made, and lectures delivered. These men, while Profes- 
sors, do not necessarily deliver day lectures in the regular 
series in the University building proper, where the student 
is regularly fitted for graduation as in our Medical Colleges. 
These clinics and Virchow’s lectures are generally attended 
by graduates of this or other Universities, or by the stu- 
dent in the last year of his course. In the clinic of Prof. 
Graefe, for example, of the forty-seven registered students 
about forty are graduates. By “Clinic” here, a little more 
is understood than with us. Langenbe ‘k's clinic has beds 
for more than 100 patients, so also Graefe’s, and Professor 
Yunken has the large wards of the Charity Hospital from 
which to take hfs patients for the morning lecture, who are 
wheeled into the amphitheatre still reclining on their beds. 
With the exception of the clinic just alluded to, the arrange- 
ments for seeing are very bad. At Graefe’s, in a little low 
room the students are seated on chairs, on a level with the 
professor; and only those who are very early have much 
chance to see the five or six patients on whom he makes 
his morning lecture. At Langenbeck’s it is somewhat bet- 
ter, but still bad enough ; since a man with his head in the 
way does not care to remove it, neither do the students 
seem to expect it, but bear the thoughtlessness in a wa 

which Bellevue and New York men can’t comprehend. 
Professor Langenbeck is a tall, slight man, about fifty years 
of age, a pretty operator, rather given to effects and poses, 
clear and learned a® a lecturer; he speaks English quite 
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well, and is up in American surgical literature, even to the 
Ether controversy. His lectures on Surgical Anatomy 
on the cadaver are excellent. Dr. Wihlms, unfortunately, 
has throat trouble, which prevents him from loud speaking 
or much; but as a surgeon he rivals Langenbeck in the 
wards of his new hospital, the Bethanien, which has about 
five hundred patients, and corresponds with St. Luke's, in 
New York, being under denominational care. Professor 
Yunken is a small precise man, more than 70 years old, 
still lecturing with great clearness and vigor, and operating 
like a man in the prime of life. His surgical and eye-clinic 
is the best ordered in Berlin. Professor Virchow is a short, 
spectacled man, seeming between 40 and 45 in years, 
with a clear eye and calm manner, and is exceedingly 
popular as a lecturer and politician, he being ona of the 
principal liberal members of the House of Commons. 
Graefe is a tall, somewlrat round-shoulderéd man, with iron 
gray hair and black mustache, and long full whiskers, with 
a fascinating blue eye and manner. He lectures in a very 
quick but a very clear way, illustrating frequently with 
chalk on the blackboard which is in the little room. He 
often gasps as if for more breath in the midst of his excited 
harangues, for they do partake of that character. His 
assistant, Dr. Schweigger, who is well known in Ophthalmic 
circles, gives instruction in the use of the Ophthalmoscope ; 
he is a young man, of whom the future will probably speak 
more. The Charity Hospital containing about 1500 pa- 
tients (there are beds for more than 2000, but it is never full) 
is the great Clinical School The wards are clean and well 
ordered, the diet lists excellent and ample, the staff full and 
able, but the ventilation is very bad. The buildings are 
but three stories high, a great improvement over our four 
story hospitals. 

There are about six hundred medical students in Berlin, 
not exceeding this number, among whom are many’ Rus- 
sians sent here by the Government; a few English, and 
other foreigners. 

There is an excellent Veterinary College here, such as 
what we seem to greatly need at home, especially as our 
army require so many horses. There is a fine pathological 
museum in connexion with it, and about one hundred stu- 
dents attend the lectures. The Hospital for horses, dogs, 
and other animals in the grounds, is of great interest. It 
js under the patronage and control of the Government, as 
are most Prussian institutions. 

Yours, ete., 
D. B. Sr. Joun Roosa, M.D. 
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CIRCULAR TO PHYSICIANS. 
Surcron-Generar’s Orricr, 

Wasuineton, February 20, 1863. 
Tue Surgeon-General would remind the medical profession 
that, some months since, a medical officer was detailed by 
the Department, to prepare the surgical history of the 
rebellion. It is intended that this history shall embrace, 
among other topics, the collected results of the gunshot 
injuries of the war, and of the operations performed for 
their relief. 

Many facts bearing on these subjects can be obtained by 
an examination of the returns of the various military 
hospitals; and explicit orders have been issued to the sur- 
geons in charge, as to the manner of reporting. Yet it is 
found, practically, that the results of all cases cannot be 
included in these reports. 

In every depot ot wounded, and after every action, there 
exists a large class @f injured men, who, in various stages 
of convalescence, pass from the observation and treatment 
of the military surgeon, and are‘lost sight of by the medical 
department. These patients are those who are either 
furloughed, or discharged the service, by military authority, 
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before their treatment is entirely terminated. Under such 
circumstances all past records of these cases are rendered 
valueless from the absence of a positive knowledge of their 
results, 
To remedy this evil the Surgeon-General appeals to the 
we of the country, and solicits their co-operation. 
le would ask every physician and surgeon who may be 
called upon to treat any officer or soldier, wounded in ser- 
vice, carefully to note the results of the case, to record his 
observations, and when the case shall have terminated, to 
transmit a copy of his observations to the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral’s office. 
The following form is suggested :— 
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In all cases of recovery after excisions of bone the 
amount and character of the movements executed by the 
patient with the injured limb, should be accurately: de- 
scribed. Where amputation has been practised the cha- 
racter of the stump should be noted, especially when the 
operation has been performed through an articulation. In 
cases of compound fracture the point of fracture should be 
stated, as also the degree of efficiency of the limb remain- 
ing after treatment. In compound fractures of the femur 
the amount of shortening should be measured, and the 
strength and usefulness of the limb described. In those 
patients in whom injuries of the skull have occurred, or 
upon whom the trephine has been applied, the mental and 
physical conditions should alike be dwelt upon. 


In thus placing before the profession the objects he desires 
to obtain, the Surgeon-General trusts that he will meet 
with active co-opefation. By the means above indicated 
much information that is valuable may be collected, and 
the interests of the science of surgery materially advanced. 

W. A. Hammonp, 


Surgeon- General, U.S.A. 
[Medical Journals will please copy.] : 
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A BILL TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH. COMFORT, | 
AND EFFICIENCY OF THE ARMIES OF THE | 
UNITED STATES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Iouse of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the medical dep irtment shall unite with the line officers of | 
the army in supervising,the cooking within the same, as 
an important sanitary measure, and that it shall promulgate 
to its officers such regulations and instructions as may tend 
to insure the proper preparation of the ration of the soldier. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That cooks shall be 
detailed, in turn, from the privates of each company of 
troops in the service of the United States, at the rate of 
gne cook for each company numbering less than thirty men, 
and two cooks for each company numbering over thirty 
men, who shall serve ten days each. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 
to be enlisted, for each cook, two under cooks of African 
descent, who shall receive for their full compensation ten 
dollars per month, and one ration per day—three dollars of 
said monthly pay may be in clothing. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the army ration 
shall hereafter include pepper, in the proportion of four 
ounces to every hundred rations; and tobacco shall be fur- 
nished to the enlisted men by the commissary department 
at its cost, and be charged against their pay, under such 
regulations as the Secretary of War may adopt for that 
purp se, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That hereafter all 
nurses in the general hospitals shall be employed by 
authority of the surgeon-general, and hospital matrons shall 
receive ten dollars per month and one ration per day in 
kind: Provided, That the washing of hospitals may be 
given out by contract, at a price not to exceed the cost of 
the number of matrons authorized by the regulations. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all instruments, 
documents, and papers relating to the procurement of 
bounty land and other bounties, pensions, and orders of 
pay by or for officers, soldiers and seamen, or their legal 
representatives, who have been or may be in the service of 
the United States, be, and the same are hereby, exempt 
from tax duty. 


—— 
Scureron-Generar's Orricr, } 
Wasutneton, February 26, 1863. f 
Sir:—lIt is desirable to make out, for exchange with the 
authorities at Richmond, a list of such Confederate prisoners 
as have died within the Federal lines. For this purpose 
you will cause to be made a thorough examination of hos- 
pital records, and of all other sources of information at 
your hand or under y« 
ble forward to this offi 


os 


var control, and will as soon as possi- 

e such a list arranged as follows :— 
Where Cause | Date 
taken of of 

| Prisoner. | Death | Death. 


Place 
of 


Name | Rank 
| Death. 


{ | 
1 i 


| Regt 
| 


Very respectfully, 
Your obdt. servant, 
By order of the Surgeon-General, U.S 
Signed 


A. 
Jos. R. Srna, 
Surgeon U.S.A. 
To all Med. Directors and Senior Med. Officers, at 
Harper's Ferry, Frederick, and Hagerstown. j 
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ORDERS, CHANGES, &o. 
Leave of absence has been granted to the following named officers: 
Acting Assistant Surgeon G. W. Hateh,.U.S.A., seven days. 
“ & P. D. Leys, U.S.A., seven days. 

Thomas Catroll, US.A., seven days. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted Surgeon John W. Foye, 11th 
Massachusetts Vols, has been extended to the 2d Mareb. 

Surgeon F, G, Snelling, U.S.V., is at Hilton Head, S. C., as Medical 
Director, 18th Corps, commanded by Major-General J. G. Foster. 

Surgeon E C, Franklin, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty in charge of 
the Camp ee, Ballard’s Farm, near Vicksburg, Miss. 

Surgeon T. F. Azpell, U.S.V., has been assigned to the charge of the 
Steamer, City of Alton, fur Hospital purposes on the Mississippi. * 
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ordered to report for 


Assistant Surgeon J. Il. Bailey, U.S.A., has been 
duty to the Governor of New York. 

So much of Special Orders 357, series of 1862. as honorably discharged 
Surgeon K. 8 ter, of the Ist Massachusetts Vols., on account of disabi- 
lity, has been amended so as to discharge him February 10, 1868, the date 
up to which he did duty with his command. 

Surgeon E. L. Wundt, 62¢@ Lilinois Vols., has been mustered out of the 
service of the United States, 

The following officers have been ordered to rejoin their respective regi- 
meénts: 

Assistant Surgeon J. T. Totten,@2d New York Vols., recently at. the 
Lyceum Hospital, Hagerstown, Md 

Assistant Surgeon J H. Hassenpflug, 109th Pennsylvania Vols., now on 
duty at Baltimore, Md. 

Surgeon ThomasJ. Dumolt, Ist Maryland Cavalry, now on duty exa- 
mining drafted men at Baltimore, Mi. 

Assistant Surgeon P. W. Randle, 1st California Vols, now on duty at 
Fort Bragg, Calif. 

Assistant Surgeon Wolfley, 62d Ohio Vols., now on duty at the Con- 
valescent Camp, near Alexandria, Va. 

Assistant Surgeon Truman, 62d Ohio Vols., now on duty at Mountplea- 
tant Hospital, Washington, D. C. 

Medical Inspector A. C. Hamlin, U.S.A. to report in person without 
delay at the Surgeon-General’s Office for instruction. 

Surgeon Basil Norris, U.S.A., now on duty in the Army of the Potomac, 
has been ordered to relieve Medical Inspector J. K. Barnes, U.S.A., in his 
duties as Attending Surgeon on Officers of the regular army and their fa- 
milies at Washington. 

Assistant Surgeon Harrison Allen, U.S.A., to report in person to the 
Surgeon-General. 

Assistant Surgeon R. M. Alexander, 5th Kentucky Cavalry. having 
tendered his resignation, and in consequence thereof having been dis- 
charged the service’ March 25th, 1862, without formal action by com- 
petent authority, the said authority has been confirmed, and Assistant 
purgveon Alexander discharged the service as of the aforesaid date. 

Special Orders No. 6. Headquarters Ist Army Corps, Army of the Poto- 
mac, dated March 24th, 1362, honorably discharging from the service of 
the United States, on tender of resignation, Brigude Surgeon C. B. Chap- 
man, has been confirmed, and his resignation accepted by the President to 
take effect at the above date. 

Assistant Surgeon Asa Coleman, 46th Indiana Vols., having tendered 
his resignation, has been honorably discharged from the service to date 
from December 26th, 1°62. 

Surgeon J. Taylor Bradford, U.8.V 
vice of the United States. 

So much of Special Orders 89, current series, from the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral’s Office, as discharged Surgeon W. 8. Grimes, 4th lowa Vols., to date 
January 24th, 1563, is amended so as to discharge Dim September 5th, 

863. 

Surgeon E. R. Scholl, 76th Pennsylvania Vols.. is, by direction of the 
President, dismissed the service of the United States for conduct unbe- 
coming an officer and a gentleman, 

The vacancy in the 90th New York Vols. not being filled, so much of 
Bpecial Order~ 63, current series, as discharged Surgeon E. 5. Hoffman by 
resignation, has beer revoked. 

Surgeons L. W. Read, 8th Pennsylvania Reserves. Samuel G. Lave, 5th 
Pennsy!vania Reserves, and B. Kohrer, 10th Pennsylvania Reserves, have 
been ordered to report in we to bhe Surgeon-General of Pennsylvania, 
at the Continental Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa.. on.the 2d prox. 

Surgeon E. J. Baily and Assistant Surgeon J.T. Ghiselin, recently on 
duty in New Mexico, reported at the Surgeon-General’s Office on the 27th 
inst. 

Surgeon J. E. Summers, U.S.A., has been nominated and confirmed as 
Medical Inspector. 





., has been mustered out of the ser- 


any \° 
Medical Tels, 
A New Soup Banpace has been recently contrived by 
Dr. Hamon. The material is gelatine or common gluegto 
which, after being dissolved in water, a portion of alcohol 
is' added. The limb is then padded, in parts where consi- 
dered desirable, and a bandage applied. This bandage is 
then brushed over with the solution, and allowed to dry; 
the process being repeated until sufficient thickness is ob- 
tained. If then cut open at the side, a stiff but sufficiently 
elastic sheath is formed, which fits the limb, and can be re- 
moved and replaced at pleasure.— Brit. Med. Jour. 


Tue British American Jovrnat published at Montreal, 
Canada,‘and edited by Dr. ArcuipaLp Haut, was discon- 
tinued with the Dec. number, It has been very ably con- 
ducted, being a. fearless advocate of the rights of medical 
men, and it is unfortunate that the profession of Canada 
has not manifested more interest in its pecuniary suc- 


cess. 


Dr. Kipp, in a paper on “Simple Syncope as a Coinci- 
dent in Chloroform Accidents,” takes the ground that in a 
certain proportion of cases*death has ensued from syncope 
or shock, the result of apprehension of the surgical opera- 
tion about to be performed, and not from the chloroform. 
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Raruaer's article on Wounds of the rR Ta 
it should have been stated that sutures were used in both cases. 


Ereata.—In Dr. 
No. viii. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Commrntcations have been received from Cuas. H, Jones, Act. Assist. 
Surg. U.S.A.; Dr J. 3 Poovey. Dobbs’ Ferry, N. Y.; Por. Quacken- 
nusn, Albany, N.Y. H. sivpwey, Act. Assist. Surg. U.S A.; Wa. 
O’MeaGuer, Surg U'S ¥.; Da. Cnapin, Brigham Hall, N. ¥.: Wa. C. 
Orvaapen, Surg. U.S.V.; Da. 0. Wurre, New York; Dr. J. V. Lansina, 
Albany, N, Y. P 

SEE coe 


METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 23d day of February to the 2d day of March, 1863. 

Deaths.—Men, ST; women, $2; boys, 182; girls, 115; total, 426. Adults; 
179; children, 247; males, 219; females, 207 ; colored, 5. Infants under 
two years of age, 162 Children born of native —— nts, 18; foreign, 195. 

Among the causes of death we notice :—Ap plexy, 7 infantile convul- 
sions, 89: croup, 30; diphtheria, 14; searlet fever, 15; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 15; consumption, 59; small- pox, 1; measles, 5; dropsy of heud, 19; 
infantile marasmus, 26: cholera infantum, 1; inflammation of brain, 9: 
of bowels, 8; of lungs, 29; bronchitis, 10; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
0; erysipelas, 0; diarrhea and dysentery, 3, 212 deaths occurred from 
acute diseases, and 42 from vivlent causes, 289 were native, and 137 
foreign; of whom 89 came from Ireland; 86 died in the City Charities ; 
of whom 12 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 0 died in the Immigrant Insti- 
tution, 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Remarks.—22d, Heaviest snow storm of the season, with very high 
wind; about one foot upon a level 28d, Fine, with fresh wind, 24th, 
Obscured all day. 25th, Fine day; wind fresh am. 26th, Fog a w.; rain 
nearly all day; clear several hours p.m. 27th, Thick fog very early a.m. 
and all day; sky variable at night, 28th, Cloudy early a.m. and late p.w. 
Rain and melted snow for the week three inches. 
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COMPARATIVE MORTALITY OF CITIES FOR THE WEEK ENDING 
January 31, 1865. 
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[he Examination for Junior <Assist- 


ants to Bellevue Hospital will take place on Friday, March 20, 1863, 
at the house of the Chairman, 2 Irving Place, at 8 o'clock P.w. Application 
must be made at once to the Chairman. The applicants must be recom- 
mended to the Committee by a member of the Medical Board of Bellevue 


Hospital. . 
JAMES R. WOOD, Chairman, 


Munde’s W ater-Cure Establish- 


r 
D ment at Florence, Mass. (near Northampton), is large and eommo- 
dious. Being very pleasantly sitnated among the hills of one of the heal- 
thiest parts of New England, and abundantly supplied with the purest and 
coldest granite water (no ice being ever required for cooling it), it offers a 
desirable resort to the profe-sion for such patients as need pure mount in 
air, evercixe, a pluin nourishing diet, and rest from the turmoil! of cities 
and business, with, or w.thout, the applications of Priessnitz’s system of 
therapeutics, as acquired under ‘ts inventor's personal guidance, but mo- 
dified by scientific principles and ep years experience. The tre: oe 
is mild. and in every case adapted to the constitution of the patien 

Price from $7 to $12 per week 
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JUST PUBLISHED. 


Bulletin of the New York Academy 


of Medicine Vol. 1, 1861-62. Sve. cloth, pp. 558. $1 50. if't to 

be sent by mai! 34c. extra must be remitted. Subscriptions received for 
Vol. 2, 1868. $1 00 payable in advance 

BAll L IE +R E BR os i Broadway, 


Diseases of the Chest, including 


n 
() Diseases of the Heart and Great Vessels : their Pathology, Physical 
Diagnosis, Symptoms, aud Treatment. By H. W. Fuller, M. D. 8vo. 


Lourion, 1862. 
BAILLIeRE Brornens, 440 Broapway, N. Y. 


A History of ‘Infusoria, including 


the Desmidiacee and Diatomacem, British mal Foreign. By Pn 

i Pritchard, M.RK.L. 4th edition, enlarged and revised by J. T. Arlidge, 
Archer, J, Ralfs, W. C. Williamson, and the Author. Llustrated by 

e ‘plates. Svo. London, 1861. Half moroceo, 

Battier Brorures, 440 Broadway. 


N. ¥. 








Anatomie comparee du Systeme ner- 


venx considere dans ses rapports avee I'Inte igence. par F. Leoret 
et P. Gratiolet. 2 vols. in 8vo., accompnagnes d'un atlas de 82 Hanebes colo- 
Paris. 1889-1857. 

Batviier® Brorners, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


cones Obstetricee.—A Series of § Sixty 


Plates, illustrative of the Art and Science of Midwifery in all its 
branches, by A. P. Moreau, Professor of Midwifery to the F» veulty of Me- 
dicine, Paris. Edited by J. 8. Streeter, M.D. Folio. London. 

BatLuirne BroTnees, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


]}ictionnaire Universel d'histoire 


naturelle. Ouvrage utile aux Medicins, anx Pharmactens, ete, 
dirige pur M. Charles dOrbigny, et enrichi d'un magnifique atlas de 
— gravees suracier, 13 Vol. de texte, et 3 atlas de planches coloriees. 
*aris. 





SarLurrere Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N.Y. 


Jhysiology, and its Aids to the Study 
and Treatment of Disease. By E. D. Mapother, M.D. 12mo. Lon- 
don, 1862. 
Bari 1kRE Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N.Y. 





| ectures on the Distinctive Charac- 
d 


ters, Pathology, and Treatment of Continued Fevers. By Alexander 
Tweedie, M.D. 8.0. London, 1862. $5.40. 
__Batwureas Brornens, 440 Broadway. a. ¥, 


fraite pratique des Maladies des 
Yeux, par le Dr. Wharton Jones, traduit de l Anglais, avee des addi- 
tions et des Notes, par M. Foncher. 12me0. Paris, 1562, $3.25. 

BatLtuere Beornenrs, 440 Broadway, N N. ¥. 

\ Medical V ocabulary, or an E xpla- 
f nation of all names, synonymes, terms and phrases used in medicine. 
By R. G. Mayne, M.D. 2) Edition. 12mo. London, 1862. $3.65. 

BatLurers Broruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


()dontogr: aphy ; or a Treatise on the 


COMPARATIVE ANATOMY OF THE TEETH; their Physio- 
logical Relations, Mode of Developme nt, and Microscopic Structure, in 
the vertebrate animals. 2 vols. 4to. London, 1540-45 

BatLirere Brornens. 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


The Natural History ot Man; com- 


prising Inquiries into the Modifying Influence of P hy sical and Moral 
Agencies on the different Tribes of the Human Family y James Cowles 
Prichard, M.D. 4th edition, illustrated with 62 cvlore a hate, and 100 
engravings on wood. 2 vols. Svo. Jy merocco. 
. Bairimere Brorures, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


‘[raite d’Anatomie pathologique ge- 


nerale et speciale, ou description et feonographie mee ll 
des alterations murbides tant liquides que selides observees dans le 
corps humain. Par le Docteor H. Lebert. 2 vols, folio, de texte, aecom- 
panes de deux atlas d de planches coloriees. 

Saittiene Beotuens, 440 Broadway, N, Y. 


Anatomy. By Joseph 
Second English Edition, Folio, handsomely bound in 
N. Y. 


urgical 
kJ Maclise, M.D. 


half Murocvo. 
Bat LIERE Brornens, 44) Broadway, 
A. System of Surgery, Theoretical 
SS Practical, in treatises by various authors, Edited by T. 
Holmes, M.D. Vol. 3. London, 1862. $9.00. 
Batusee Beotuces, 440 Broadway, N. ¥. 








March 7, 1963. AMERICAN 


GEORGE TIEMANN & CO. 
\j anufacturers of Surgical Instru- 
4 MENTS, &e. 
No. 638 CHATHAM herds pei. 


— oO OTT O &€ REYNDERS 
Manufacture rs and Importers of 
Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, ete., 
58 Chatham Street, New York. 
The various Splints for Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 


braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, EKar-Trum pets 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete 


NEW YORK. 


= rtificial Legs and 
ee Hiands 


t ands. Selpho'’s Patent Llastic Leg and 
J Hand. 516 Broadway, New York. ae 
7 ‘These unrivalled substitutes for lost lin bs, 


wWineb have stood the test of over 27 years 
experience and have never been surpassed, can be had only of 
ae Win, dSelpho, Patentee, 516 Broadway. 


& W. Grunow, 343 Fourth Avenue, 
continue tO supply their customers with 
MICROSCOPES 
AND 
MICROSCOPICAL APPARATUS 
And will endeavor to sustain the reputation of their instrument. 


Special attention is invited to their Stadents’ 
highly recommended by the leading Microse 


J 


Microscopes, which are 
ypiets of this city, ete, 


VACCLNE . 
irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world, 
tube, 75 ets.; three, $2, sin 
IS ets; fifteen points, $i; 

quill, 20 cts. ; ten, $1. 
Address, East 


put up in 
Prices—single 
ule charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed quills, 
single charge, on convex surface of section of 


57 Essex Street, New York. 


’ , bad ‘ ‘ 

\ew England Mutual Life Ins. Co., 

BOSTON AND NEW YORK, ORGANIZED 188. ASSETS, 
$2,350,000, Documents showing the benefits of Life Insurance 
with the advantages of the Mutual plan, and the superior pUSition and 
marked suceess of this Co., and explaining the different kinds of Policies 
with their methods of payment, may be obtained free of expense, upon 
application, either personally or by mail, to JOHN HOPPEK, Agent and 
Attorney for the ©o., Metropolitan Bank Building, 110 Broadw ay, New 
York. $9" Parties at a distance may insure from Blanks, which will 
be sorwas ded free uf expense 


. . . 
T° the Medical Profession.—Dr. I. 
Paricot, Honorary Professor of the University of Brussels, late Com- 
missioner in Lunacy, and Superintendent of Gheel, has opened an Insti- 
tution at astings, on the Hudson, tor the cure of mental and nervous 
diseases. The house is situated in a delightful and retired spot near the 
Hudson with vast grounds and gardens. The system employed in this 
new institution (thatef sree air and family life) is bused upon the moral 
and physical liberty of the patients who voluntarily submit to medical 
treatment, 
Dr. P. is permitted to give 


rn Dispensary, 


for his references several gentlemen of the 
hishest scienti ¢ authority, and Superintendents of Asylums of the United 
States. In town he miny be consulted at Dr, Elsberg’s office, 153 West 
15th street, on Tuesdays and Saturdays, tor mental diseases and medico- 
legal questions, 


» — ’ Neserce r 

|)": J. B. Smith’s Crystal Battery 
Electro-Magnetie Medical Apparatus: an important improveme nt 

on his patented direet and to and fro current machine. This direct or 
primary current is the only sensational current of the kind Known; there 
is but one electric current. and three modifications of that current; these 
are evolved by this machine, hence all other currents talked of are myths. 
This apparatus furnishes a strong power, is clean, and causes nv trouble. 


Runs at an expense of three or four cenisa cea aa Ss 
. B. SMITH 
86455 Canal, ae site Wooster St., 
New Y« irk. 


Puttalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 
A MONTHL Y PER LOD AL 

Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 

rts of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 

ence, Army News, etc., ete; includ ng the usual variety of Medi- 

eal Periodical Vublications. Specimen copies senton application, Terms 

$1.00 a year, in advance, 


The Buffalo 
ing repr 
respond 


J. F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Buffiulo Med. and Surg. Jour., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


MEDICAL 








TIMES ADVERT ISER. 





WADE & FOR 





Instrument Makers to ‘the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, erc., 

85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James Rk. Woop, a full description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. “ Also, Dr, Lewis A. Sayxer'’s improved out- 
door Splint for Morsus Coxarivs. Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested, 

References ;—J ames KR. Woon, M.D., Lewis A. Sayer, M.D., SreruEen 
Sarrn, M.D., B. F. Bacus, MLD. U.S.N, 

PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

ll Agents fur Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 


by b. W. Richardson, 


(‘linical Essays, 
M.D. 8vo. London, 1862, 
Baituere Beotuers, 440 nt N.Y. 


Tue Pusuisuers offer the follow- 
ing inducement to those who may 
have opportunities to obtain subscri- 
bers to the Mepicau Times :— 

For one new subscriber ($3.00 
being remitted), a copy of Cuavasse’s 
Apvice To A Moruer will be sent free 
by mail. 

For two new subscribers ($6.00 
being remitted), one copy of GREEN- 
How ON Dipntuertia will be sent free 
by mail. 

For three new subscribers ($9.00 
being remitted), one copy of Smirn’s 
SurcicaL Orerations will be sent free 
by mail. 





TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 

City and Canadian Subscribers, $3.50 er annum, payable in advance, 

Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not bold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the Ist of January and 
July; bat subseriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at the original subscription price, 

Vhe last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for $1 75, 
and free by mail for $2 15; cloth eases for binding muy be had at the office 
for 25 ceuts, and free by mail for 34 cents, 

*,* Tue Mevicat Times is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country, As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instruments 
of every Rind, Drugs and Medicines, ete., ete. ihe jollowing terms of 


tiunsient advertisements may be modified by special contract for = 
nent insertion; 





4g column, or less, . ‘ ° ° . each insertion $1 00 

~ r . : . . ° 7 180 . 
i = ‘ 2 ° ‘ bs 8 60 
1 « 5 2 ‘ ee “ 7 20 


A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 6 insertions, 
- 25 oe - 18 - 
so . - oe 25 oe 
“ 85 “ oo “” 52 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times, 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
Publishers and Proprietors, 





